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successful days were the 6th, 9th, and l3tho On these dates more than

560 projectiles from the cutter's 5w/ 3 8 gun destroyed 47 structures, 25

sampans, one Junk, and 18 bunkers; damaged an additional 101 structures,

54 sampans, and 15 bunkers; killed 2 enmy plus an estimated 38 killed,

and caused at least 20 large secondary explosions.

On the 10th PCF 22 observed approximately 35 men walking on the

beach and several others carrying weapons crossing a nearby river at

a point 25 -miles south of Chu Lai. The area was taken under fire at the

request of the 5/46th Infantry, Auerical Division. The personnel scattered

into tree-line bunkers as the *Swifts boat3s 8l-en mortar killed 4, wounded

an estimated 20 others, destroyed 2 structures, and started a fire follow-

ing a possible secondary explosion.

In An Xuyen Province on the 27th, PCF's 95 and 102 teamed with

tSCGC WINONA (4HE045) to pwUsh Viet Cong recoilless rifle positions

at the mouth of the Bo De River. The "Swift* boats acted as decoys

proceeding up the river firing their &50 caliber machine guns into

both banks. As they turned to head back to sea the eney opened fire

with 3 recoilless rifle rounds achieving one hit on PCF 95 putting a

2 foot by l foot hole just above the water line on the starboard side.

As the "Swift" boats continued to engage the enemy with their mortars

and machine guns the ,WINCA joined in the action with her 5 "/ 3 8 gu.

Effective damage control stopped the flooding to PCF 95 and only two

minor personnel casualties were incurred. The enemy lost 3 killed and

an estimated 1 wounded nlus 2 weapons positions destroyed.

2i



RIVER PATROL FORCE SUMY
JuMy 190"

Throughout the area of GAIt WARD&I operations there was a

r3duction in enemy initiated activity as the Viet Cong/North

Vietnamese Azmy in general raw! ned elusive and avoided contact.

The conditions exisbing were similar to those that prevailed prior

to Tot and the early IMay enemy offensives, Intelligence sources

anticipate that another major attack -ill occur in the near futare.

GAME 'ARDEN units, the redneed eneiy activity not -hitstandizgp

continued to vigorously search out and destroy the communist

insurgents raking regrouping efforts of the enery more difficult.

GAiM 11RDEX uwits continued to support Vietnamese units that were

actively conducting offensive operations against the Viet Cong.

On 13 July a Navy armed hel.copter was shot down by enemy

ground fire. The "Seawolf* crashed on Dung Island, on the lower

Bassac River, killing all four cremmen, the only TF 116 personnel

killed in action dring the month.

On 3-A July "Seawolvesw flying from MUMiTE1IDO1N COUNTY• tilled

23 Viet Cong, destroyed five junks, dmaged three others and four

sampans. All action took place in Lion Hoa Province around the

mouth of the Ba Lai River. Two days later GAD217T COMITY YSeawolvesm

killed seven Viet Cong vhile supporting PRUs in contact vith a Viet

Cong company 5 miles northwest of Phu Vinh. On the night of 8 July

GROUP 41
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';' 1T FIED
PBRs operating on the Dong NaL River 13 miles east of Saigon, in

defense of the city, intercepted 3 saxpans. The PBHs, supported

by "Seavolves" attacked and killed 3 NA and destroyed the sampans.

The PBR sailors captured two 1=-m rocket launohers, one sighting

deviee and a number of top secret docunents. On the night of the

16th, SEALs operating in the same general area ambu'•hed a sampan

with five occupants. The sampan was taken under heavy fire kilIng

4 two and probably the remaining three. Captured were four AX-47s,

a CHiCCK 7.62 pistol and 410 rounds of amsnition,

On 17 July a U. S. AnW ICU inadvertently crossed the Cambodian

border, on the Mekong River, due to faulty navigation and was detained

by the Cambodians (The craft still has not been released)o To prevent

a recurrence of this incident PBfs patrolling the upper Xekong became

"watch dogs" for potential border violators. On 21 July the PWR

intercepted four more lost U. S. Anr LCUs near Tan Chau.

On 30 JuWT SUAt raided a Nooc Xva factory 9 miles southeast of

My Tho in search of a reported arm cache# Thirteen Viet Cong were

captured, including the factory owner. No ar, were found but in the

area of the factory were ecobat fences, pang pits and offensive bu•kers.
4

During the month there was a resurgence of shipping attack on the

Long Tau. Three merchant ships were harassed (two U. 3. and one

Japanese) with little or no damage inflicted.

DEL FWg
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July 19468

The Mouth Of July was Characterized by the increased nobility

- ~and striking Power of the M4obile Riverins Force as a result of the

* new MyF Organization and expansion. Mobile Riverine Group (ERG)

ALFA (CTG 117.1) was composed of the major ships of the Yobdile

IRiverin. Base, River Assault Squadron's 9 and 11. the 4/47th and

the 3/60th Infantry battalions plus the 3/34th Artillery Battalion.

The newly formed NRG BRA7O (CT(rz 117.2) consisted of USS IWIRiDHAM

CCUWI'I (LSn 1170)s River Assault Squadron 13 and the 4/39th Infantry

Battalion. Although there were a series of riverine ambushes along

the waterways, of the Mekong Delta., the Viet CongJNorth Vietnamese

Army Combat ants remained elusive and avoided major contact with

* the XBF3 until. the last two days of the month.

* MRF (XRG ALFA) transited the shallow Co Chien River and operated

* ~fro~i an anchorage 7 Miles southwest of No Cay in lien Hoe Province.

The sumary results of this 4-day operation were 5 Viet Cong killed.,

* - 132 suspects detained$ 5 prisoners captured and 79 bunkers destroyed.

* There was one soldier wounded during the engagement.

On 13 July at 1136 a, Task Group 117.2 ATCp beached at the mouth

of the B&IRai Streas on the Tien Giazsg Riverj, was mined. The underwater'

0 explosion occurred 7 miles southwest of Cai Lay and ripped an 18-inch

GROUP 4 Enclosure (3)
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hole in the boat's starboard fuel tank. Approximately two hours later

another ATO, less than 500 meters from the initial mining incident,

suffered an underwater explosion which ripped an 18-inch hole in its
lazarat. Both boats were returned to Doug Tax for repairs.

iMoving into Vinh Binh Province NRG ALFA conducted a successful

3-day operation (15-17 July) in the Cang Long and Chau Thanh districts

killing 62 Viet Cong, capturing 5 prisoners and destroying 18 bunkers

and 20 booby traps. Friendly casualties amounted to 1 soldier killed

and 20 others wounded, 2 of whom were Narymen.

On 23 July M ALFA comenced a 3-day operation in the Giong Trom

and True Glang districts of Kien Hoa Province about 10 miles southeast

of Ben Tre. At 0840 that morning while proceeding south on the Ben Tre

"Stream to land troops, riverine craft of TE 117.1.3.1 were ambushed 6

miles southwest of Ben Tre by rockets, recoilless rifles and autamatic

weapons from well-entrenched ene positions on both banks of the

river,. This was the first of six separate ambushes in this area and
I

the most serious of the day. One ASPD received several severe hits

from the eney roeketers, was beached and sank; however, the boat

was recovered the following day. Another ASPB was damaged in the

"fierce firefight which killed 2 sailors and wounded 10 other Na muan.

The troops were imaediately landed but the eneay escaped. There were

also two Armyuen killed and three soldiers wounded in a series of

minor skirmishes. Except for the small unit river skirzishes on

2 F
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23 J•y•, the reputed Viet Cong concentrations in Giong Trom District

avoided heavy contact with the MBF. Cu=mlative enemy losses were

12 dtlled, 12 prisoners captured, 120 suspects detained, and 142

bunkers destroyed.

Keanihile on 25 July MUG BRAVO operating on the Van Co Dong

River in Long An Province 17 miles southwest of Saigon near the

Ben Luc Bridge captured 10 large sampans. These boats were laden

with ammunition, clothing and a large amount of medical supplies

14hich strongly indicated that XRG BRAVO located a Viet Cong crossing

area and thwarted a possible crossing. Cumulative results of XRQ

BRAVO operations (25-30 July) were 19 killed; 6 weapons and 10

sammans captured; 340 bunkers and 20 sampans destroyed. One soldier

was killed and two others were wounded during this period.

URG ALFA relocated from Vinh Long to Can Tho on 28 July and

comenced a three-battalion operation near Vi Thanh, 29 miles southwest

of Can Tho on 30 July. This was the largest Allied venture of the war

into this Viet Cong dominated territory, and also marked the KRF's

deepest penetration into the Mekong Delta. Later that afternoon the

5th Vietnamse Marine Corps Battalion supported by U. S. Nay gwboats

from TE 117.1.3.1 cornered an enea elmeent in a bunker complex along

the Cai Ion River in Chuong Thien Province and accounted for the

majority of the 55 Viet Cong killed. On 31 July the YM2U 5th Battalion

maintained heavy contact with the fiercely resisting guerrillas and

3 ~DEA&fI'SD
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in coordination with U. S. Army helicopter gunships killed 47 more

of the enemy. Total casualties inflicted on the Viet Cong were 102

killed (incomplete), while friendly forces had 2 VNNC and 1 USA

soldier wounded. The assault troops of the WF also captured a

large weapons cache which included: 68 weapons, 324 mortar rounds,

220 grenades, 13 claymore mines, two 75-am pack howitzers, one

106-m4 howitzer and 12,500 rounds of small-anms aminition.
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SNAVAL ADVISORY GROUP SUXIAMY
July 196d

The Will minesweeping craft$ 10 NIM.S and 6 IMIs now provide three-

dorths of the mine-countermeasures effort on the Long Tau and Dong Na±

rivers, the main shipping channels to Saigon. On 2 July, the r.11 KMI

115, preceding Ar:7 barges on the Dong Nai River, cut and released a

250 pound mine. The Navy advisor aboard the minesweeper guided the

barges past the mine and called in "9D personnel. The mine was later

determined to have been put in the water recent3ly; it was wrapped in a

Hanoi newspaper dated "March 1968. This was a corxnd detonated mine

and the first of its type to be found in over 17 months, It Ws in the

same area where several ArT7 barges were destroyed 2 months a•-o by Viet

Cong from the shoreline.

Among the forces reorganized vithin the CYD to prohibit the enemy's

travel and seek him out in the marshy lands south and east of Saigon,

the WN River Patrol Group (RPG) 51 has already shown its worth and

versatility. On 10 July in one of the first operations since its incep-

tion last months RG .51 units transported RSSZ Corrandos and their MM

advisors to an area 22 miles southeast of Saigon to conduct post-strike

sweeps of a vecent B52 raid. The WNN PBRs provided mobility for the

land troops again and again throughout the month. On 17 July; a VW1

PBR was the first on the scene of an ener7 attack on the merchant ship

YOKAUSU1 MAW on the Long Tau River, USN and IR-.N PBls covered by Arvy

IMFTo e!X±ectively returned and suppressed ay rfurther enem fire,

Doungraded at 3 year intervalsD
Declassified after 12 years
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On 19 July$ the ML took possession of four U.S. Navy wSwift'

boats. The Assumption of responsibility for two more IMAMT TIME

stations by these PCYs culinated over 6 months of intensive training

with U.S. Navy personnel for some 71 VNN officers and enlisted men.

The number of 4AR ET TM,4 areas controlled solely by the VMi now totals

eight and will continue to increase with the aim of eventual V1 take-

over of all IMARET T7M patrol stations presently manned by the U.S.

Navy,

The six infantry butalions and one artillery battalion of the

VIZC vith UME Advisors were coraitted to operations 100 percent of the

time. Until 25 July, Task Force As corposed of the Ists 2nd, 5th, and

6th Infantry Battalionas remained in the northeastern suburbs of Saigon

in Operation TOA.I -HA113 under the operational control of Capital Militaz7

District, Task Force B was composed of the 3rd and 4th Infantry Battalions

until 25 July3, and operated in IV CTZ under the operational control of the

ARVN 21st Infantry Division, Reconnaissance in force and cordon and search

operations resulted in light enmy contact in both areas. On 25 and 26

July respectively, the 5th and 6th Battalions were air-lifted to IV CTZ,

and as Task Force A was under the operational control of the ARVN 21st

Infantry Division. On the sme dates the 3rd and 4th Battalions respect

tively vere relocated to Saigon to fo=m Task Force B with the lst and

2nd Battalions.

Enemy contact remaired at a low level until 30 July when the 5th

Battalion in IV CTZ, operating in close coordination with the Mvp engaged

an estimated eneq reinforced platoon in Chuong Thien Province. Again on

Wclowuze (4)
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U3 July• the Marines reported heavy enez contact in the same vicinity.

.. Confized totals as of this writing are not availelale die ,o continuing

action,
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DECCAN MEDSICHOLOGICAL AMD CIVIC ACTIOIN OPM-MWZS

In the area of p'ycholo?,gical operation.- naval units continued

an active broadcasting prorTam. The VC/NVA reaction to the broad-

casts was not as aggressive as in the past as fewver speaker missions

drew hostile fire. Heavy emphasis was placed on Chieu Boi themes in

light of reported bow state of VCA.TA morale, Themes used included

the failure of the VCANA to achieve victory on the battlefield and

that the VCTWA leaders have deceived, lied to, and forced their

troops into suicide missions, Emphasis was placed on the futility

of the VC/NVA efforts. During the month at least eight HoLi Chanhe

rallied to Navy craft, On one occasion 2 Hoi Chanhs turned in three

CHICCO rifles when they rallied to PER sailors conductiag a XCAP

on Tam Phone island about 6 miles northeast of Vinh Long.

Civic action activities were continued at a vigorous pace by

naval units throughout South Vietnam. Over 10,000 Vietnarese were

treated during MSDCAPs conducted by U, S , and Vietnamese Navymen.

The navymen vere enthusiastically received by the villagers as the

program gained support from the populous. PBRs began conducting

IE.DCAPs in remote and neglected areas in the Delta achieving results

thatwre extremely satisfactory and gratillying, to all concerned.

This effort demonstrated to another group of people the GVN/ra W

interest in their welfare and simultaneously cut the roots from the

GROP 4 Enclosure (5)
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VC appeal in these less prominent areas. At Cam Rtanh Bay, the U.S.

Navy temed with the Vietnamese Navy and U.S. A=7 and built a new

elementary school for the dependent children of the Vietnames Navy

Recruit Traiing Cimand personnel.

AID has requested that the number of Seabee Team* be increased

to aid the revolutionary development pgram. The outstanding work

being performed by these units in civic action work is once again man-

ifested by this ren est. There are now l1 teams deployed in-eoint7

actively involved in rural road and bridge improvaments, new construc-

tion projects (assisted by the Tillagers) and repair of ,a'1.-ed build-

ings. Attending to the medical needs of the populous., corpmen a-signed

to the teams treated at least 10,000 patients.

rj
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D EC4A~WED
USX STATISTICAL SUOARM
V JulWu 1968

MARKET TV3 (4!E WARDEN Mobile Riverine Force

Detections 109, s95 149,559 *
Inspections 142s:"i. 314,393*
Boardings 22,998 66,005 *
Craft detained * 9 10
Persons detained 7314 1,009 365
Viet Cong suspects 14 80 *
Bostile fire incidents 25 33 *
Few casualties:

a. Killed 35 (814 probable) 78 216
b. Wounded 5 (+47 probable) 8 1
o. Captured 2 20 32

USN casualties :
a. Killed 0 4 2 U31/7 USA
b. Wounded 4 4 22 USN/57 USA/2 TIM
o. Captr'ed 0 0 0
d. Missing 0 0 0

RneV material losses:
"a, Destroyed:

(1) 4unks or sa=an 227 71
(2) Structures 367 133 678

b. Captured:
(1) Jurm or sarmans * 1 10
(2) •eapons * 324***
(3) Aum=ntion (rounds) * 13,103****
(4) Rie (tons) * 1

c. Damaged:
(1) Junks or ampans 239 272 *
(2) Structures 656 1n6 *

USN material losses:
Sa, Destroyed

(1) Smuface craft 0 0 *
(2) Helicopters 0 1 *

b, Damagedt
(1) Surface craft 3 4 13
(2) Helicopters 0 *

SSAR missions 1 *2

Remarks:i
* Infomation not applicable or not available this date.
*• 2 122-mm rocket launchers, 7 AX-h7 rdfles, 1 Chbno= pistol

•:",-,and 6 F,.0 r'o'=f:
4 *S Includes 222 grenades and 15 mires.

**IH Includes 333 rockers/mortar/recoilless-rifle rounds

-mcup-4 V._CloBUM- (6)-
Downg.Taded at 3 year intervals L"
Declassified after 12 years -wl

I



DEC~~
hnC/VIRV STATISTICAL SUMvY.AIX

Seamlied Detained
COASTAL tOP.C Juns pu -eoplenks

1I XZ 25,236 769M156 327
III NZ 1,.976 140A,722 0
IV NZ 149991 MAW14 1 9

Sub-totals 67m932 22,lgO 73 768

?A,.iWL Z'!iFS 1*99 9075 6 22

7.AT 302 ~ z275O 0 1

.CTAIS 77,229 2614698 79 M

C/l•1'A KIA: 17 iC CAVT.UJJD 2 VC SU-IMCTS 2

v-, KIA: Uk J 27*

# iures shown refl•et totals for the -period 1-20 July Clray
* 2 killed and I wounded by frievcU Pire,.

.cup . 4 Em2omye. (7)
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USN CIVIC ACTION STATISTICAL SUIWAEI
Jaly 196di

PROGRAM=
PRORA : M n ~qExpenditures (V )

Econwic Development 8 355000
Education 171 118,120
Social Welfaze 681 1952,870
Transportation 6 1,371
Refugee Assistance Support 173 80,458

TOTAL 1,039 430,819

VOLIMTAf COUTRTRI OFS: 1 4is3 1

INSTITUTES ASSISTED t
Nkier

Schools
Hospitals/dispensaries 10
Orphanages 140
Others 9

PMEN~T OF U.S. CIIIC ACTION PRCIECTS CC01MUCTED JOINTLI WITHM:

Percent

Other F'i-T!AF *
RYNA?
U.S, civilian valuntary agencies
Average percent of self-help by 7IN civilians -

SInformation not available this date.

Encloamr (8)

UNCLASSIFID

•' .- , . , , . - . . .' . . -, , . ... . .. . ... , • • .- • . •.. , - .- _ - . - . :•.- , - . . . o .. . . • o


